Relaxin regulates collagen overproduction associated with experimental progressive renal fibrosis.
Progressive fibrosis due to excess extracellular matrix (primarily collagen) is the final common pathway in all forms of chronic renal disease, regardless of etiology, and leads to tissue dysfunction, when normal tissue is replaced by scar tissue. Emerging work from ourselves and others suggests that the naturally occurring hormone relaxin has the potential to limit renal collagen production and reorganization, while increasing its degradation. The outlined studies demonstrate relaxin's potential as an antifibrotic agent against experimental progressive renal disease.